The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton

Secretary of State

United States Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Madam Secretary:


On this occasion of International Women’s Day I write to congratulate you on your appointment as Secretary of State and on the overwhelming vote of Congress in support of that appointment.  I write also to express my confidence that you will use your new position as Secretary of State to focus on the violence and discrimination against women that exists around the world.


Girls attempting to attend school are brutally attacked and disfigured, their families intimidated and their schools bombed.  Women and girls are denied justice in their country’s courts.  If a woman has been raped the court may accuse her of adultery and sentence her to death, in some cases by stoning.  Women are denied access to family planning resources and control of their own reproductive decisions.  Human trafficking continues despite laws and Protocols.  International and local authorities wink at this abuse of women and girls.  Rape has become part of the arsenal of political warfare.  Fundamental rights for women and girls have taken a back seat to the cosmetics of democracy.


I ask you to address these issues at every possible opportunity when you meet with Heads of State and other world leaders.  An initial step that you and President Obama can take that would have great symbolic importance would be to ensure that the United States finally becomes a signatory to CEDAW, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
Yours truly,

Name _________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
Signature_____________________________________
